West Oak Lane Senior Center 
Celebrates 35th Anniversary

The West Oak Lane Senior Center marks its 35th anniversary this year, and heralded this milestone with a gala dinner-dance celebration September 29.  
According to Sharlene Waller, center director, there are now 500 members as well as 1,300 additional seniors who are involved with the center in some way through its classes, workshops and/or social services. 
While continuing to be a hub of activity for area seniors, the center also reaches out to the broader community through its work with local civic and business organizations, Waller said. This includes partnering on projects with the Ogontz Avenue Revitalization Corporation and participating in the new West Oak Lane NORC (naturally occurring retirement community), a collaboration by neighborhood organizations to coordinate services seniors need to remain independent in the community. In addition, center members are known for their volunteer work with youth under the auspices of the Temple University Center for Intergenerational Learning and other organizations. 

 “I think our success results from a combination of things,” Waller reflected. “Our seniors know the spirit of socialization and of recreation that is waiting for them when they enter here. They want to be here, and they take an active role in participating in the activities we have to offer.” But the larger community also plays a role through its involvement, Waller pointed out. “People of all ages recognize the value of the center and the older adults it serves,” she said. “They know that seniors were the ones who built the community they enjoy today.” 
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